
`Runner Ambassador Program

R.A.P. A Home for International 
Student-Athletes



`Runner Ambassador Program R.A.P.

With more than 17,000 international student-athletes 
studying and competing at NCAA member institutions, 
international student-athletes add much to the learning 
environment within intercollegiate athletics. 
International student-athletes face unique challenges 
once they land on campus, including additional travel, 
language barriers, difficulties in adjusting to a new 
sports culture, acclimatization issues, and isolation. 
With such challenges, international student-athletes 
bring depth and cultural diversity that enhances the 
learning environment of every student-athlete, coach 
and administrator in the Association.

-NCAA



International 
Student-Athletes



NCAA AASP Grant

This program originated 
from an initiative of the 

NCAA Accelerating 
Academic Success Program 

(AASP) Grant which is 
used to support CSUB 

Athletics' efforts to enrich 
academic-enhancement 
programs and increase 

student-athlete graduation 
rates. 



WHO WE ARE…

The `Runner 
Ambassador Program 

was created to enhance 
our international 

student-athletes’ (ISA) 
academic success, 

student experience, 
and increase overall 

international student-
athlete retention.



International Student-Athletes at 
CSUB

We currently have 29 
ISA representing 20 
different countries 
among 10 of our 17 

intercollegiate teams.



International Student-Athletes at 
CSUB

Fall 2016– Spring 2017

Men’s Basketball
• Senegal 1
• Egypt 1

Men’s Golf
• China 1
• Malaysia 1

Men’s Soccer (Futbol)
• Germany 3
• England 1
• Switzerland 1
• Norway 1
• France 1
• Canada 1
• Brazil 1

Men’s Swimming/Diving
• Croatia 2

Total = 15 Athletes; 12 countries

Fall 2016– Spring 2017

Women’s Golf
• Singapore 1

Women’s Soccer (Futbol)
• Sweden 2
• Ireland 1
• Spain 1

Women’s Swimming/Diving
• Canada 1

Women’s Indoor/Sand Volleyball
• Brazil 5
• Serbia 1

Women’s Water Polo
• South Africa 2

Total = 14 Athletes, 8 countries
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R.A.P. Handbook

The R.A.P. Handbook includes 
topics on:

American currency
Applying for a driver’s license
Living in Bakersfield
Campus/community resources
American grading system
Immigration laws
American culture/dialect

We wanted to make the 
handbook accessible to all our 
ISAs, so rather than handing 

out physical copies we created 
a website and will have mobile 

app created soon.



R.A.P. Advisory Committee

We developed a 
comprehensive advisory 

committee of international 
faculty members, our 
international office, 

athletics support staff, 
coaches who recruit 

internationally, as well as 
current and former 

international student-
athletes to assist with 

programming for ISAs.



Calendar of Events 2016-2017
September October November December January February March April May

(August) R.A.P. 
Program 
Launch: 

Branding

International 
Education 
Week Nov. 
14th-18th 

ISA Tax Session 
Feb-April

R.A.P. Signature 
Event March 18 

Int’l 
Appreciation
BBQ @ Beach 

Volleyball

OPT Panel April
25th

Graduation 
May 19-20 w/ 
R.A.P. Pins (6 

ISA)

R.A.P. 
Welcome
Sept. 7th

Orientation

Senior ISA 
Lunch with 
President 

Cabinet Nov. 
14th

I-20 Signing 
Day with ISP 

office 



R.A.P.  Orientation

We successfully launched 
our program Sept. 7th, 2016

Which has supplemented as 
an orientation for 
international students that 
is a campus requirement



R.A.P. Orientation



R.A.P. at CSUB International Week

November 14th – 18th Campus 
Programming put together a 
week-long event to celebrate 
our international students, 

staff, and faculty

Food Around the World on One 
Plate

The event was coordinated by 
the International Student Club 

President and member of the 
swim team Luka Seles and 

R.A.P. co-coordinator Luiza
Martins



R.A.P. at CSUB International Week

International 
Night at Women’s 
Basketball Game

We had 50 people 
representing 

about 22 countries 
join our parade at 

halftime



R.A.P. at CSUB International Week



R.A.P. at CSUB International Week

All Around the World 
– Speed Friending 

Luncheon



R.A.P. at CSUB International Week





International Student-Athlete 
Luncheon with University President 

and his Cabinet



Theta Theta Induction 2017

Among the # of 
students that were 

inducted into 
Theta Theta the 

CSUB Chapter of 
Phi Beta Delta, 2 

were current 
student-athletes 

and 3 former CSUB 
student-athletes



International Appreciation BBQ at 
Beach Volleyball Tournament



ISA Tax Session

ISA Taxes 
• CPA volunteered to help 

ISA file taxes for 2016
• CPA will host 

educational Tax 
Workshop for 2017 

• Accounting Office 
assisted with 
distribution of 1042-S 
forms and will be using 
Arctic International’s 
Glacier Tax Prep next 
year for NRA 
scholarship athletes



Optional Practical Training Panel



Optional Practical Training Panel



I-20 Signing Day



Recruiting Tool

We plan to use our 
program as a recruiting 
tool for coaches 
beginning Spring 2017:
• Programming/Events 

for ISAs
• NCAA Initial 

Eligibility 
Requirements

• Documentation 
requirements

• R.A.P. Website 
• CSUB contact info



Branding
We have started social 

media pages to assist with 
branding & promoting 
events of the program. 

Follow us:
Facebook handle -

@RunnerAmbassadors

Twitter handle -
@CSUB_RAP

Instagram handle -
@runnerambassador2016



Branding

To help with the 
promotion of R.A.P. we 

had luggage tags created 
with our current ISA 

name and home country

We also had stickers made 
and a banner that we hang 

up during our events



Branding

R.A.P. Map
We created a map that 
shows where each of 
our ISA have traveled 

to come to CSU 
Bakersfield.



Future of R.A.P.

2017-2018 
• Summer Study Abroad 

opportunities for all 
international and 
domestic student-
athletes

• Social events with 
campus international 
students

• Tax Education 
Workshop

• Host families



`Runner Ambassador Program R.A.P.

Leaders of tomorrow, CHAMPIONS for life 
#AllRunners



Thank you for attending our 
presentation! If you have more 
questions or comments, please 

feel free to contact us.

Rosemary Stribling –
rstribling@csub.edu 661-654-3468

Luiza Martins –
lmartins@csub.edu

661-747-4152
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